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Amid high winds and drama, the pedestrian and cycle bridge arch was transported up-
river and lifted into position early September, linking Gardens Point and South Bank 
in a new era for the city.  The arch was the final piece of the bridge to be put in place, 
spanning the walkway from the South Bank-side of the river and the “pavilion” on the 
QUT side. 
 
The ongoing structure monitoring and surveys of the central arch is being conducted 
by North Surveys. The bridge project, which is being administered by Queensland 
State Development, has been criticised for cost over-runs and delays.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“This bridge completes the much-needed link between two of the busiest parts of 
Brisbane –Gardens Point and the South Bank precinct,” Professor Dennis Gibson 
said.  “The bridge will be of great benefit to students and staff, corporate neighbours 
and visitors. It will provide easy access to transport, as well as restaurants and cultural 
venues. We estimate there will be millions of journeys over the bridge in its first year, 
and one-third of that traffic will be associated with QUT,” Professor Gibson added. 
 The arch – 102m long, 10m wide and 15m high – was constructed off-site and began 
its journey on two barges from the suburb of Hemmant up the Brisbane River. Strong 
westerly winds delayed its journey, but the arch was finally floated under the Captain 
Cook Bridge at low tide on the weekend and put in place the following Tuesday. 
 
The final stage in the project will be the completion of a concrete deck, handrails and 
viewing platforms before its official opening later in the year. 
 
QUT senior project manager Grahame Wright said work on QUT’s side of the bridge 
– which has been designed to take people up into the campus – would be completed 
by late September. From the bridge on the QUT side, Mr Wright  said, pedestrians 
and cyclists would cross a pedestrian plaza and shared vehicle-pedestrian zone before 
continuing into the campus. Pedestrians would then have a wide flight of stairs that 
took them up to Main Drive near Old Government House. 
 
Mr Wright said the QUT end of the bridge project included a lift that would link the 
two levels, providing access for anyone with a mobility impairment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 360-tonne arch, supported by a barge, is raised first from the South Bank end, 
secured at the QUT end and then lowered into place linking the north and south banks 
of the river. 
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